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Summit Park Elementary School students will develop excellence in academics, character, and habits of mind by participating in 
engaging learning experiences that promote 21st century skills.

Dear Summit Park Families,
Welcome to our next adventure at Summit Park! We are very excited about the 2016-17 school 
year. With new teachers, new friends, and new things to learn, the anticipation is always high. And 
we are in extra-celebratory mode as we celebrate the 50th Anniversary of our school! We will be 
celebrating in different ways throughout the year, but our 2 main events are the school 
celebration on Thursday, November 10th and the community celebration on Sunday, November 
13th. Please visit the Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/events/201195676905338/ for 
more information about these special events!

The faculty and staff have embraced the new school year with the slogan, “We are on the Road 
To Success!” The slogan will guide us as we develop a growth mindset in ourselves and our 
students. The development of a growth mindset will be practiced and applied in our new Maker’s 
Lab! More information is embedded in this newsletter, so read on! Later this fall, students in 
grades 1 and 5 will be receiving their new devices, the HP Revolve, and each kindergarten 
classroom will receive a ‘pod’ of several devices to use in their rooms. 

We are grateful to our PTA for their continued generosity and hard work on behalf of all of the 
students, families, and staff at Summit Park. Among their many wonderful contributions to our 
school, the PTA has led and assisted with planning Summit Park’s 50th Anniversary Celebration, 
designed and produced the SPES 50th Anniversary t-shirts to commemorate the occasion, 
welcomed incoming students and families at the New Family Gathering, hosted breakfast for our 
faculty on their first day of school, plan school community events such as Movie Night, and 
provided countless volunteer hours to get summer mailings, teacher resources, and first day 
folders for students ready. All families are encouraged to become a member of our PTA and join 
us for meetings and events! Contact Sheri Gordon at spesptapres@gmail.com for more info.

As the year progresses, I encourage you to stay in close contact with our teachers to maximize 
your child’s educational performance. I also urge you to help your child strive for excellent 
attendance this year! 

Finally, don’t forget to follow the great things happening every day at Summit
Park on Twitter @spes0310 and @SPES Library and visit our website at: 
http://summitparkes.bcps.org/

Sincerely,
Karen Gieron

https://www.facebook.com/events/201195676905338/
mailto:spesptapres@gmail.com
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Summit Park Elementary School students will develop excellence in academics, character, and habits of mind by participating in 
engaging learning experiences that promote 21st century skills.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR INTERIM PRINCIPAL

Hello! I am Dr. Susan Smith, the acting principal for the next week or two while Mrs. Gieron is 
out. I have been a principal in Baltimore County for the past 23 years. I actually began my 
career as a principal at Summit Park. It is wonderful to be back, if only for a short 
time. Everyone has been so gracious and kind, and I thank all of you for your warm 
welcome. If you need anything, please feel free to contact our school office or me. Our faculty 
and staff will do their best to assist you. I hope that this will be a great year for all of our 
students.

Sincerely,

Susan Smith

SUMMIT PARK ELEMENTARY CELEBRATES FIFTY YEARS!

Summit Park Elementary School is celebrating its 50th Anniversary this year! There will be a 
celebration at the school on November 13th from 1-3 PM for alumni and current/former staff 
and students. Students are encouraged to purchase SPES 50th Anniversary t-shirts for $6 each 
or two for $10. The celebration committee is also looking for photographs from alumni. Please 
contact Lindsay Klatsky at lindsaysagal@hotmail.com to purchase a shirt or submit photographs.
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As schools across the country look to incorporate ways to create excitement 
around STEM subjects, Maker Labs have emerged as dedicated spaces that foster 

creativity and innovation. 

For those not familiar with the Maker Movement, it is a way for students to make 
the connection between learning, thinking, and doing. The purpose of the lab is to 

encourage creativity and offer students opportunities to tinker and invent, 
encourage mistakes and accepting failure as a means for learning. With this in mind, 

there are three areas we would like for you to think about: 

Fail Forward- The Maker Movement removes the stigma of failure by reinforcing the notion that 
we learn from failure and that through failure comes success. 

Active Classrooms- Maker Education classrooms are active classrooms that engage students in 
the learning process.  The Maker Movement advocates that it is crucial to emphasize creativity 

and curiosity, and to do so in an active, not passive, setting.

Design Thinking- This term relates to specific cognitive activities that occur in the brain during the  
process of designing or re-designing something.  A Maker’s Lab allows for a designated space to 

tinker, invent, and design. 

We envision both project-based usage of the space that falls within the context of 
an existing curricular area, as well as more free-form use by students. 
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If you are able, we would be so appreciative of any donation that you 
are able to provide.  The items that we are in need of are: 

• Binder clips

• Sewing supplies- needles, thread, scissors, fabric

• Building blocks and sets- Legos, K’nex, Tinker toys, 

Magnet building sets

• Cable ties

• Cardboard boxes (flattened) 

• Cardboard tubes (wrapping paper, toilet paper, paper 

towel, etc.) 

• Paper- wrapping paper, cardstock, construction paper, 

printer paper, scrapbook paper

• Post-it Notes (3 in. by 3 in. size)

• Empty coffee cans

• Stack of paper cups or Styrofoam cups 

• Drop cloths (canvas, reusable) 

• Fabric

• Felt 

• Foam sheets

• Globe drink lids 

• Gloves- plastic, cloth, leather

• Glue- super glue, Elmer’s, wood, hot glue sticks

• Leftover paints- latex interior, acrylics, tempera, etc. 

• Markers, pencils, crayons, paint

• Measuring tape (10 ft. or longer)

• Old door knobs

• Old rubber erasers (does not need to be in good 

condition) 

• Paint brushes, sponges, flat applicators, etc. for applying 

paint

• Plastic flexible tubing- large and small diameter

• Play-Doh 

• Popsicle sticks 

• Scissors

• Springs- any shape and size

• String- rope, thread, twine, ribbon, yarn, etc. 

• Tape- duct tape (all colors, designs), electrical, 

copper, scotch, masking, etc. 

• Tools- hammers, screwdrivers, nail punch, wire 

stripper, pliers

• Clean wood pieces- dowels, skewers, toothpicks, 

flat boards, etc. 

• Wine corks  

• Cotton balls

• Playing cards 

• Batteries- various sizes
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P TA  N E W S
The PTA Board welcomes all new and returning families back to Summit Park! We 
are excited for a fun year ahead. We are in the process of planning some of our 
favorite activities including Movie Night and DJ Doug, but we are also working on new 
events like a Ravens Book Fair and Tech Trek to name a few. Our Fall Fundraiser this 
year will involve selling Ravens Spirit wear to show off our team pride on Purple 
Fridays. Please support our PTA by sending in your membership forms and 
volunteering, when available, at events. If you have any questions, contact Sheri 
Gordon at spesptapres@gmail.com.

Movie Night: Friday, September 30th at Summit Park, 
movie starts around 7:30 p.m., snacks and drinks 
available to purchase. More details to follow

PTA meeting: Wednesday, October 5, 6:30 p.m. 
in the library
Thank you! 

I N S T R U M E N TA L  M U S I C
Greetings from Mrs. Hiner in the Instrumental Music Department! All 5th grade 
students will have the chance to browse through and play all of the instruments 
that are available in the instrumental music program. They will decide on a first 
and second choice instrument that they would like to play this year. Each student 
will receive a folder containing information about obtaining an instrument and joining 
our program. If you would like your child to join the band or orchestra, please turn 
in the appropriate forms no later than Friday, September 16th. 
Lessons will begin in school starting Tuesday, September 27th. 
Contact me at ehiner@bcps.org if you have any questions. I am 
looking forward to a great year in Instrumental Music this year.

mailto:spesptapres@gmail.com
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TA R G E T  TA K E  C H A R G E  &  G I A N T  A +  R e wa r d s  p r o g r a m s
Target and Giant stores make donations to our school each year 
when parents choose Summit Park as their designated school. 
We recently received $517.52 from Target and $160.00 from 
the Giant A+ rewards program. Sign up for the Target Take 

Charge of Education program by calling 1-800-316-
6142 or by visiting www.target.com/tcoe or an in-store kiosk. 
Our school ID # is 57744. Enroll at Giant Food using our School 
I.D. #01316. Remember, even if you designated last year, you 
must re-designate this year for our school to receive credit. 
The donations we received will be used to continue bringing 

cultural assemblies to our students. Thank you for all you do to 
continually support our students.

S C H O O L  E M E R G E N C Y  P L A N
Summit Park has an Emergency Safety Plan that is updated annually. A copy of 
this report has been sent to our local police and fire departments. During the 

school year our students and staff will practice fire drills, lock down drills, severe 
weather drills and emergency evacuation drills. Students have already successfully 

completed two fire drills in the first two weeks of school! Additional drills will 
occur this month and throughout the year. It is important to keep all contact 

information current so we may reach you in the event of an emergency.

M A G N E T  S C H O O L  I N F O R M A T I O N
Baltimore County Public Schools is holding a Magnet EXPO! to showcase its 

elementary, middle, and high school magnet programs on Saturday, October 1, 
2016 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Radisson North Baltimore Hotel in Timonium. All 

magnet applications must be completed and postmarked by
November 18, 2016 in order for your application to be considered. See attached 

flyer for more information.
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N U R S E ’ s  N E W S

Welcome back! I hope that everyone had a fun and healthy summer! The children 
look well and happy to be back at Summit Park! We have many students this year 
with a variety of health needs. Food allergies and special diets are among one type 
of health need. The Office of Nutrition now has an easy new tool for parents and 
staff to use for students who want to purchase meals at school. This tool, called 
Nutrislice, is an interactive menu. You simply click on the food items that you want 
to exempt from your child’s diet. The daily menu will list the foods that your child 

should avoid and list the food items that are safe for your child to eat. For example, 
if a child doesn’t eat pork for religious reasons or is allergic to tree nuts, you may 
click on the food item and then a symbol will appear next to the food that your 
child should avoid. A black line will also cross out specific foods on the menu. To 

access this tool, go to the BCPS website, go to parents and then resources. Look for 
student meals, click on Summit Park, lunch menu, and then special diets. If you 

have any difficulty, I am happy to help. Please communicate any 
special health needs that your child may have, and if your 
child takes medication you may access the forms online.

L I B R A R Y  G I F T  F U N D
In honor of their birthdays the following students donated books to our library: 

Jackson A., Daniela A., Carly B., Zac B., Jacob Br., Ling C., Madelyn D., Hannah G., Talia 
G., Emma H., Avi H., Mollie L., Eliza L., Slade M., Martin M., Juha P., Kaleb S., Zavdi S., 
Tamara T., Laka T., and Jake W. We appreciate their donations and the books are 

available for all students to enjoy. We send happy birthday wishes and special 
thanks to each of these students.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!

SEPTEMBER 2016
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C O U N S E L O R ’ S  C O R N E R
A special welcome to our new Summit Park families! I’ve enjoyed 

meeting most of our new students for lunch and getting to know them 
as they transition to SPES. Each year I have the privilege of working with 

all classes and teaching lessons that support the development of 
students academically, socially, and personally. In an effort to uphold 

Summit Park’s School Progress Plan and the American School Counselor 
Association (ASCA) National Standards, some lessons and activities will 
focus on college/career development. Even our youngest students will 

have the opportunity to understand the relevance of learning and how it 
applies to their future. Students in kindergarten through fourth grades 
will be participating in monthly classroom guidance lessons and our fifth 
grade students will be participating in weekly lessons. Additionally, I will 
be running small group lunch sessions throughout the year and group 

topics will vary depending on the needs of students. Should you have any 
questions or concerns regarding your child, please do not hesitate to 
reach me at 410-887-1210 or lmarks@bcps.org. Have a great year!

Character Education
In an attempt to instill kindness and caring toward one another, SPES 
students will be filling each other’s buckets by demonstrating positive 

behaviors. Each month we will focus on a theme, for example 
responsibility, and students will earn bucket filling tickets as they 

demonstrate behaviors relating to being responsible. Their names will be 
read over the morning announcements describing how they filled a 

classmate or teacher’s bucket by demonstrating the month’s character 
education theme. Please see the attachment for a schedule of our 

monthly character themes. 

mailto:lmarks@bcps.org
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Monday, September 5
Labor Day- Schools Closed

Monday, September 12
Professional Development Day- Schools Closed

Friday, September 30
Movie Night @ Summit Park. Movie starts around 7:30 p.m., snacks and 
drinks available to purchase. More details to follow.

Looking Ahead

Monday, October 3
Rosh Hashanah- Schools Closed

Wednesday, October 5
PTA Meeting in Library 6:30 p.m.

Thursday, October 6
Individual Picture Day 
(All students will be photographed for the 
yearbook). Pre-payment is required on this
day if you are ordering a picture package.

Wednesday, October 12
Yom Kippur- Schools Closed
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Summit Park Elementary School 
410-887-1210 6920 Diana Road  Baltimore, Maryland 21209 Fax: 410-887-1256  

Dear Summit Park Elementary School Family and Friends, 

In February 2016, Summit Park Elementary School began 
its 50th year of serving children and families in the Pikeville 
area! To celebrate this milestone, the school will host a
50th Anniversary Reception for alumni on Sunday, 
November 13, 2016, from 1–3 PM.

The reception will include a printed program for all guests. 
As a member of the Summit Park Elementary School 
Community, you are invited to purchase a ¼-page 
advertisement in the program to commemorate what 
Summit Park Elementary means or has meant to you. 

Advertisements offer a unique opportunity to share a brief memory of Summit Park Elementary or 
send a message to a former/current Summit Park student or staff member. You may also include a 
small photo (please submit files in .jpeg format only). To purchase an advertisement, please email 
your personal message and/or photo to spes50thcelebration@gmail.com and send $20 (cash or 
check made payable to Summit Park Elementary School) along with the bottom portion of this 
form by September 15, 2016.

Please also “like” the Summit Park Elementary 50th Anniversary Celebration Facebook page and 
spread the word about this event. If you have any questions, please contact the committee. 

Thank you in advance for your support, and we look forward to celebrating with you!

Sincerely,

SPES 50th Celebration Committee
Spes50thcelebration@gmail.com

Name:

Email:

***Please make checks payable to Summit Park Elementary School***

Mail to: Summit Park Elementary School
Attention: 50th Anniversary Celebration
6920 Diana Road
Baltimore, MD 21209

I emailed my ad text/photo to spes50thcelebration@gmail.com   Yes_____ No_____ 

mailto:spes50thcelebration@gmail.com
mailto:Spes50thcelebration@gmail.com
mailto:spes50thcelebration@gmail.com


WE AREWE ARE Bucket
September: Responsibility

October: Respect
November: Honesty

December: Compassion
January: Self-Discipline

February: Citizenship
March: Perseverance

April: Courage
May: Acceptance

June: Fairness

Responsibility

!



mailto: kheinrich@bcps.org


BALTIMORE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
The Office of Family and Community Engagement 

Back-to-School Parent Resource Table 
Baltimore County Public Schools 
Department of Communications and Community Outreach  PSS/Outreach Docs/Parent-School Communication 
Office of Family and Community Engagement 
08/17/2016                                                                                                                                                                                        

Back-To-School 
Parent Resource Table  

When planning for the new school year consider arranging a resource table 
displaying documents that support parent involvement and student learning 
at home. 

 A Year of Parent Involvement
 Conference Questions Worksheet for Elementary
 Conference Questions Worksheet for Secondary
 Games to Build Vocabulary  
 Helping With Homework
 Homework and Study Skills Checklist
 ORGANIZE  
 Learning Activities for When Your Child is Home From School   
 Parents and School Developing Character Trifold  
 Reflecting on Your Involvement
 Refrigerator Backpack Checklist
 School Attendance

For more information, visit the Family and Community Engagement 
Resources site https://intranet.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pss/family-school-
partnerships-resource.html and Parent University site 
http://www.bcps.org/parentu/ or contact the Office of Family and 
Community Engagement 443-809-4496. 

http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/A-Year-of-Parent-Involvement.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/conf_quest_worksheet_elem.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/conf_quest_worksheet_sec.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/Games-to-Build-Vocabulary.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/Helping-with-Homework.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/Homework-Study-Skills-Checklist.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/Organize.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/Home-From-School-Activities-Handout.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pdf/Character-Education-Brochure.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/Reflecting-on-Your-Involvement.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/parents/pdf/Refrigerator-Backpack-List.pdf
http://www.bcps.org/offices/sss/brochures/Attendance-Brochure.pdf
https://intranet.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pss/family-school-partnerships-resource.html
https://intranet.bcps.org/offices/dpd/pss/family-school-partnerships-resource.html
http://www.bcps.org/parentu/







